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TN THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend the Claims as follows: 

2 1 . (Currently Amended) An oral mouthrinse c ompositio n for reducing nerve sensitivity comprising; 

(a) from about 0.0 1% by weight to about 520% by weight of an orally-acceptable, soluble potassium salt; 

(b) from about 0-0 1 % by weight to about 1 0% by weight of a sodium (C$-C24) alkylsulfete; 

(c) from about 0.0 1% by weight to aboui 20% by weight of an orally-acceptable polar surfactant, said 
surfactant selected from the group consisting of a (C6- C30) fatty acid mono or diester o f ethoxvlat ed sorbitacu a 
fC r C a l fattv acid diester of polyethylene glycol, a sodium salt of a (C r C^ fatty acvl s arcosinate. a (C*-C™) fattv 
acvl ester of sarcosine acid, a sodium salt of a KVCyV) fatty acvl tanrate. a sodium salt of a (C^C^) tatty acyl 
methvltauraie. a fC*-C™) tatty acvlester of taurine, a (C^ -C ^ fattv acvl ester of mcthvltaurine acid, a [£g£a&) fatty 
acyl ber^ine, a (^ C ^) tatty acvl quaternary ammonium chloride, dimethicone copolyols* polvdime thvisiloxane 
phosphate esters, polydimethvlaitoxflne copolvol phosphate esters, polvdimethvlsiloxane phosnhobeiaines. 
oolvdimethvlsiloxane copolvol phosphobetp ™^, n?ly dimethvlsiloxane taurates. nolvdimethvkiloxane copoLydI 
laurates, acetvlated DnlyHiftiethvlsiloxane copolvols. and polvdimethvkiloxane quatemiurn compounds. 
polvdimethvlsiloxane copolvol ouaternium compound a oompfioing a hydrophobic portion oolootod from the group 
consisting of a (Q, Cjm>alkyl group and a polymeric silicone group ; and 

(d) an orally-acceptable aqueous vehicl e coTn priqmp from abont 50% to about 8 5% water 

wherein the potassium salt is dissolved in the composition and wherein the molar ratio of the surfactant of (c) to the 
sodium (<VC2 4 ) alkylsuliaie is greater than or equal to about 1:1 such that when a.), b.), c.) are dissolved in d), the 
resnltant composition is clear.. 

22. (cancelled). 

23. (Currently Amended) TheA a oral mouthrinse c omposition according to claim 21, wherein the soluble 
potassium salt of the composition comprises a potassium pyrophosphate salt in an amount effective, optionally in 
combination wilh other pyrophosphate salts, to remove or loosen plaque and/or stains when the composition is orally 
applied to a dental surface. 

24. (Currently Amended) TheA a oral mnuthrinse composition according to claim 2 1 , wherein the soluble 
potassium salt of the composition comprises soluble potassium sah that possesses acuviry in reducing dental nerve 
and/or dentin sensitivity in an amount effective to reduce dental nerve and/or dentin sensitivity when the 
composition is orally applied to a dental surface. 

25. (Currently Amended) The An oral mouthrinse c omposition according to claim 24, wherein the soluble 
potassium salt that possesses activity in reducing denial nerve and/or dentin sensitivity is potassium nitrate. 
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j 26. (Currently Amended) The_j Sj» oral mouthrinse_c ompositioii according to claim 24, further comprising a 

flavoring that docs not comprise a substantial amount of menthol 

| 27. (Currently Amended) The As oral mouthrinse c omposition according to claim 26 wherein the 

flavoring that does not comprise a substantial amount of menthol is a mini flavoring. 

28. (cancelled) 

| 29. (Currently Amended) The As oral mouthrinse composition according to claim 2 ) , wherein the soluble 

potassium salt is selected from the group consisting of a potassium pyrophosphate salt,- potassium nitrate, and 
mixtures thereof. 

j 30. (Currently Amended) An oral composition in the form of a rinse for reducing dental nerve and/or dentin 

sensitivity comprising 

(a) from about 0- 1 % to about 5% potassium nitrate; 

(b) from about 0.02% to about 2% SLS; 

(c) from about 0.1% to about 20% by weight of an orally-acceptable polar surfectant, said surfactant 
selected from the group consisting of a (C6- C30^ fatty acid mono or diester of c thoxvlated sorhitan. a fCfi-Cwl fatty 
acid diester of polyethylene glycol, a sodium salt of a fC^ -C ^ fatty acvl sarcosinate. a (Gt-Cin) fatty acyl ester of 
sarcosine acid- a sodium salt of a (C*-C^ fattv acvl taurate. a sodium salt of a (C*-C, n ) fatty acyl me thyltauratc, a 
(C t -C^ fattv acvl ester of taurine, a (q -CV fartv acvl ester of memvltaurine acid, a (C^-C^) forty kcv1 hctamc, a 
(C^-C^ fattv acvl Quaternary ammonium chloride, dimethico n e cooolvols. mlvriimethvlsjloxane phosphate esters., 
polvdmiethvlsfloxane ccfpoIvoI phosphate esters, polvdimethvlsiloxane phosphobetai nes. polvdimethvlsiloxane 
copolvol_Tp ^?g p^^tnTnes. norvdimethvlsiloxane taairates, nrtlyd^efrvlsiloxane copolvol taurate^ acctylated 
polvdimethvlsiloxane copolvols. and polvdimethvlsiloxane qualemmrn compounds, poly dimethvlsiloxanc copolvot 
quatcrnium compounds s aid gurfttQmnl coiupiiaing a hydrophobic portion jelcctod from the group consisting of a 
{Gi r G #d nlkyl group and a polymorio oilioono group ; and 

(d) an orally-acceptable aqueous vehicl e comprising from about 50 % to abom 85% water 

wherein the potassium salt is dissolved in the composition and wherein the molar ratio of the surfactant of (c) to the 
sodium (Q-C24) alkylsulfate is greater than or equal to about 1:1 such that when a.), b.)> c.) arc dissolved in d.), the 
resultant composition is clear.. 

31. (Currently Amended) An oral composition in the form of a rinse for removing or loosening plaque 
and/or stains from dental surfaces comprising 

(a) from about 0.1% to about 5% of a potassium salt selected from the group consisting of dipotassium 
pyrophosphate, tetrapotassium pyrophosphate, tripotassium pyrophosphate, monopotassium pyrophosphate, and 
combinations thereof; 
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(b) from about 0.02% to about 2% SLS; 

(c) from about 0.1% to about 20% by weight of an orally-acceptable polar surfactant, said surfactant 
selected from the group consisting of a fC6- C3 0^ fattv aci d mono or dicstcr of ethox vlated sorbitan. a (C^C^) fatty 
acid diester of polyethylene frlvcol a sodhiro salt of bJ€&Ca$ fatty acvl sarcosinate. a (GeCm) fatty acyl ester of 
sarcosine acid- a sodium salt of a fatty acvl ta urate. a sodium salt of a (C^-C^ fattv acvl meftvltaiiratc, a 
(C^C^ fattv acvl ester of taurine, a (C«-C*J fattv acvl esto of methvlcaurine acid, a (OC™) fatty acyl bgtaine, a 
( C^C^i fattv acvl quaternary ammonium chloride, d imethicone copolvols. polydimethvlsiloxane phosphate esters 
polydimethvlsiloxane copolvol phosphate esters, polvdimethvisiloxane phosphobetaines. nol vdimethvlsiloxane 
copolvol phosnhobetaines. polydimethvlsiloxane taurates. polvdimethybiloxane copolvol tauratcs. acetylated 
polydimethvlsiloxane copolvols, and polydimethvlsiloxane ouatemium compounds, polydimethvlsiloxane copolvol 
qnaternium compound ai iaid surfactant comprising a hydrophob i c portion oolect e d from tbo group consisting of a 
(C h Qm) allcyl group and a polymeric oilioonc group ; and 

(d) an orally-acceptable aqueous vehicl e comprising from about 50% to about 85% water: 

wherein the potassium salt is dissolved in the composition and wherein the molar ratio of the surfactant of (c) to the 
sodium (Cs-Qw) alkylsulfate is greater than or equal to about 1:1 such that when a), b.), c.) are dissolved in d.), the 
resultant composition is clear... 

Claims 32-36 (cancelled). 
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